
Student _______________________________________________________ 

Title _________________________________________________________ 

Author _______________________________________________________ 

 
Complete each section below.  
  
The elements of a narrative text all work together to achieve the author’s purpose. Through his work the 
author is able to share his opinions and ideas on issues that happen in everyday life (theme). He uses the 
events of the narrative piece (plot) to draw his readers into a world which can be either real (non-fictional) or 
imagined (fictional). His final product is ultimately influenced by the time period, social and political context 
and expectations of the time (setting). The characters he includes in the piece interact either with each other, 
their environment or themselves to create the issue around which the narrative is built (conflict).  
 
Section 1: The author reveals what his character is like in two ways. Discuss how he does this in two different 
passages. 
Section 2: Discuss two passages in which the author reveals the setting and establishes the mood of the 
piece. 
Section 3: Discuss two passages that develop the plot of the narrative (exposition, conflict, climax, 
resolution). 
Section 4: Discuss two passages in which the author communicates the overall theme of the piece. 
Section 5: Discuss two passages in which you are able to identify a connection between: yourself and the text, 
the text and another text that you’ve read, or how the events or theme relates to real life.  
 
One or two examples will be provided for each required task 
 
 

Quotation  Note/ Response 
Cite a passage from the novel in quotation 

marks.  
  
Identify the page number, in parenthesis, after 

the passage. 

Use complete sentences and thoroughly explain the 
significance of the passage. 

 
Copy less, comment more!  Focus on analyzing the text, 

not copying lengthy passages.  
   
                                                         Section 1: Character 

Quotation 1  Response 
 
 

Example: 
Passage 1 “His eyes burned with rage. He could feel 
his insides clench into tight fists. He forced a smile 
and tried to focus on the goal he had set for himself.” 
(page 3)  
 
 

 

The author uses indirect characterization to let the 
reader know that the character has a great level of 
self control and determination.  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Quotation 2  Response 
 

Passage 2: Calvin was a tall thin man who kept his 
emotions buried. He did not show how upset he was 
even when the fires of rage burned deep inside him. 
His only thought was on achieving his goal. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The author of the second passage uses a more 
direct type of characterization where he tells the 
reader exactly what the character is like. He 
describes the character as being controlled and 
focused on his goals. Both characters seem to have 
the same characteristics though presented 
differently. 
 

 
 
                                                     Section 2: Setting/Mood 

Quotation 1  Response 
 
 
 

The day was bleak and the air seemed to hang dry and 
still over the small town. As Chris steered through the 
windows he could feel the life drain from his body as 
if in reaction to the vast nothingness that stretched 
before him. He swatted at the fly that buzzed around 
his ears; it seemed to be the only thing which felt any 
excitement in this town. (page 4) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The author’s description of the setting creates a 
depressed and sad mood. The words that are used 
bare a depressive and bleak connotation. The 
character seems to feel that he is trapped in a place 
which is stifling his ability to feel any sense of joy. 
The author says the character could feel the life 
drain from his body as he responds to his 
surroundings. This causes the reader to feel the 
sense of loneliness and depression that is described. 

Quotation 2  Response 
 
 
 

The sun smiled at the pigs as they wallowed in the 
puddy pond. Sam sat watching from the banks and 
wished that he too could frolick like that. His mind 
travelled back to long gone days, when he and his 
mother used to sit by the lake and tell stories of 
mermaids and nymphs. Sam felt a sense of peace and 

The mood of the piece seems to be reflective as the 
reader is drawn into what is happening in the 
setting. There is also the sense that the character is 
feeling reflective and nostalgic as he watches the 
pigs splash around. The reader feels happy and 
warm inside based on the author’s word choices. 



longing as he listened to the delighted squeals of the 
baby pigs. He felt almost sad to have to round them 
up to their pen for the night. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                                                         Section 3: Plot 

Quotation 1  Response 
 
 

Tom felt the sweat run down his back as he stood rigid 
under the overhang. He was not sure how long he had 
been holding the same position, but he knew he dare 
not move or breathe too deeply. To his right and just a 
hair’s breadth away the soldier stood contemplating 
what they would do to the intruder when they found 
him. Tom did not know what made him do it, but he 
knew there was no way he could have continued 
without taking the chance. It called out to him. He had 
to answer, and now here he stood.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The author  uses suspense to develop the story’s 
plot. He uses words which causes the reader to 
experience the same fear and anxiety that the 
character is experiencing. Through the author’s 
description the reader becomes a part of the action 
of the story’s plot and starts anticipating the next 
move of both the antagonists and the protagonist. 
These feelings helps the reader to understand the 
source of the internal and external conflicts taking 
place in the plot. 

Quotation 2  Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
   

 Section 4: Theme 



Quotation 1  Response 
 
 
 

I have been alone all my life, and today was no 
different. As I gazed off into the distance I felt isolated 
from the vast seas of people teeming around me. I 
smiled, but it was a smiled that went no further than 
his teeth. The happy families greeting and hugging 
each other seemed to send slivers of glass stabbing 
into his very soul. 

 
 
 
 
 

The theme of the passage is loneliness and 
isolation. The author describes the feeling of 
aloneness and lack of familial connections that the 
character is experiencing, even while he is 
pretending to be enjoying the crowd’s celebratory 
mood. 

Quotation 2  Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
                                                         Section 5: Text Connections 

Quotation 1  Response 
 

Passage 1 “His eyes burned with rage. He could feel 
his insides clench into tight fists. He forced a smile 
and tried to focus on the goal he had set for himself.” 
(page 3)  
 

 
 

I can relate to this quote from passage number 1 
because the character was really angry, however he 
had to force himself to be calm. I have experienced 
many situations where I have been forced to 
control my emotions and remain calm regardless of 
the outside forces. Self-control is a very important 
part of achieving your goals. 

Quotation 2  Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 


